This is a critical abstract of an economic evaluation that meets the criteria for inclusion on NHS EED. Each abstract contains a brief summary of the methods, the results and conclusions followed by a detailed critical assessment on the reliability of the study and the conclusions drawn.
Interventions
The intervention was the IPS model of supported employment. This was focused on vocational rehabilitation as part of mental health treatment and aimed for rapid job replacement into competitive employment followed by support and necessary training in the job from four employment specialists. The control strategy was treatment as usual (existing psychosocial rehabilitation and day care programmes).
Location/setting
UK/community (mental health services).
Methods

Analytical approach:
This economic evaluation was carried out alongside a single study with a two-year time horizon. The authors did not state explicitly which perspective was adopted in the study.
Effectiveness data:
Clinical inputs were derived from the Supported Work and Needs (SWAN) randomised clinical trial (RCT) that enrolled a final sample of 219 participants (109 in the intervention group and 110 in the treatment as usual group) from community mental health teams in two boroughs in south London. Researchers that assessed the clinical outcomes were blinded to allocation status. Follow-up was for two years. Thirty participants were lost to follow-up at two years (15 per group). Key endpoints were measures of psychosocial functioning such as Manchester Short Assessment (MANSA) version 2, brief modified versions of Lancashire Quality of Life Profile and the proportion of participants who found employment. Logistic and regression models were fitted to assess the potential impact of confounding factors.
